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Abstract 

The study uses classroom action research. This study also to solve the problems in the class and it also has a cycle 

with four steps. The data were collected by observation, learning test results, and documentation. This study 

involved 35 students in eight grade of SMPN 5 Samarinda. This study was carried out in one cycle. It also showed 

that there is an enhancement in students’ learning results. In addition, it can be said that the use of short stories 

during the teaching and learning process is very effective to enhance students’ reading comprehension. This is 

due to the enthusiasm of students to join the process and short stories that are exciting to read. Hence, the students’ 

mean score indicated that there is an enhancement during the teaching and learning process using short stories. 

Using short stories as teaching material and strategy in teaching is a very good way, especially to enhance their 

reading comprehension. This is because short stories provide motivation through moral lessons and get students 

involved in learning activities. Short stories also give students time to interact with the text by reading the whole 

story from various short stories. Besides, short stories are also exciting because short stories are very diverse and 

it enriches students’ vocabulary. Finally, short stories also make students think critically through what is conveyed 

by the stories. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

This Reading as a process of learning, and it also a part of students' daily activities. 

Students can get benefits through reading and understand the written text. According to [1] 

reading is a process of developing meaning from the text. They also mention that it is a process 

in which students actively search in making meaning in what they read, and it also referred to 

making meaning from the text and process that students can use to get information or 

understand about the reading comprehension text.  

The reading comprehension needs a process, students with teacher supervision correct 

and sees the development of students in reading comprehension, especially when they are 

looking for meaning from the words. Meanwhile, [2] argues that reading is an excellent source 

of comprehensible input that enhances second language acquisition. Besides, reading short 

stories can develop students' reading comprehension because it is suitable for them. Reading 

comprehension, reading habits, and reading interest have a positive correlation. That is why 

the teacher should help students to develop their reading comprehension through the strategy.  

In the learning process, the students have to catch the meaning and understand the 

written text, but most of the Indonesian students; their reading level is low because they are 

difficult to understand the text in reading comprehension. Regarding the results of the interview 

with the teacher, the researcher concludes that short stories are a suitable way to enhance 

students' reading comprehension. The difficulties that they experienced, they do not know some 

words of the reading passage, it is problematic for them to get the words but it makes them 

have to face reality if reading is complicated, so that is why they do not know the word from 

the passage. Also, [3]  stated that difficulties because of boring teaching and learning material. 

Therefore, short stories are effective in developing their reading comprehension.  

Moreover, [4] stated the challenges from the textbook seem more delicate and tricky. 

On the other hand, it uses complex vocabulary, and the way the teacher teaches it is also not 

fascinating, the teacher needs to encourage student interest in reading. The researcher can 

conclude that reading is the process that must be achieved. Therefore, an exciting strategy to 

enhance students' reading comprehension and catch the meaning of reading is short stories. The 

use of short stories in English teaching needs to apply what is needed to be learned to encourage 

the students. However, the teacher plays a proper role, and the teacher should select an 

acceptable text to use for the student and may facilitate their students to perceive the story with 

varied activities.  
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According to [5] story choice is so one of the foremost vital roles of the teacher. Since 

the lengths of short stories quite vary, select a story short enough to handle inside course hours. 

Using short stories with simple language can make students comfortable to understand. It is 

also useful and suitable for the student to enhance their reading comprehension because it 

provides an exciting and useful story to read, also it has various interesting topics, and it has a 

picture that can make the student interested to read. According to [6] short stories should 

interest students, therefore they can enjoy while learning reading comprehension through short 

stories and it can lead them become a critical thinker; they will be entertained with short stories 

that are provided by the teacher. According to [7] The pleasant short stories will motivate them 

and propose a fictional and interesting world. The researcher use short stories as a strategy to 

help the student enhance their reading comprehension and the researcher hopes by this, students 

will not have problems in comprehend reading. 

2. METHODOLOGY 

This study uses classroom action research as the research design. Hence, it occurs in 

the classroom to increase students' understanding, and this study focuses on the teaching and 

learning activities in the class. This action was designed to enhance students’ reading 

comprehension. The researcher found and the students having problems in reading 

comprehension, specifically the students having difficulties understanding reading material. 

Therefore, short stories are suitable to help the students understand reading material. In 

implementing the action, the researcher acted as teacher and the observer filled the observation 

sheets that includes students’ activities and researcher's performances. 

In implementing the study, the cycle includes four steps. If the actions of the cycle show 

a positive result and reach the criteria of success, then the action would stop. But if the cycle 

did not reach the criteria of success, the action will be implemented. The study was conducted 

at SMPN 5 Samarinda which is located in Jl. Juanda No.18, Air Putih, Samarinda. It involved 

35 students. The researcher implemented the material by using short stories. To collect the data, 

the researcher uses observation, learning test results, and documentation. The instrument was 

observation sheets and the test. The score obtained from the test given by the researcher. Hence, 

the mean score used in this study to describe the enhancement in students' learning outcomes 

by using the mean scores in each meeting. This quantitative data is obtained by calculating 

students’ mean score of the results, and also to find the mean score, it uses the formula. 

𝑥  = 
∑𝑥

𝑛
 

Description: 
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𝑥  : The mean score 

∑𝑥 : The sum of students’ score 

N : Total number of the students 

3. FINDINGS  

The process of teaching and learning by using short stories has been done in four steps 

that consist of these cycle. The researcher focuses on how short stories can enhance students’ 

reading comprehension. Therefore, the researcher repeated and asked the student to answer and 

read seriously.  

3.1.  Pre-Activity 

The activity in this stage is greeting the students. After that, the researcher checked the 

students' attendance list. To ensure that all students were present, the researcher called them 

one by one. Besides, to induce students’ attention, the researcher asked some questions related 

to the topic on that day. The class was noisy; therefore, the researcher told them the topic on 

that day was about. In this stage, a question and answer session was conducted. 

3.2. Whilst-Activity 

First of all, the researcher distributed the test. After that, discusses the material and asks 

them what's the difficulties in comprehending reading after they read the story, the researcher 

also asked based on the story such as "what kind of the story? "What can be obtained from the 

story?" “How many antagonist roles in the story?” Then whether short story makes it easy for 

them to understand reading.    

3.3. Post-Activity 

In the last activity, the researcher collected students’ work, gave evaluation and closed 

the meeting. 

4. DISCUSSION 

This study aims to describe how short stories can enhance students’ reading 

comprehension. Research Question: How can short stories enhance students’ reading 

comprehension? 

After conducted the study and from the result of the study, the researcher found that 

teaching reading in eight grade students of SMPN 5 Samarinda by short stories can enhance 

students’ comprehension. Moreover, teaching students by using short stories is also effective 

and can help students comprehend especially in reading. This is similar to a study conducted 

by [8].  She found that the results showed enhancement in students. In this study, the 

researcher also found the same finding.  
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In the first meeting until the last meeting, there are several activities, namely pre-

activity, whilst–activity and post-activity. In pre-activity, the researcher opened the class and 

carried out plans prepared. In whilst activity,  researcher conducted some steps by asking the 

students. First, researcher inquired the students to read and tried to understand the story given. 

Second, the students read the whole text and the researcher conducted the discussion. Third, 

after conducted the discussion, the researcher asked the students to answer the questions and 

the researcher provided motivation and comments in order to make the students know whether 

their answer was correct or not. Through the following activities, the researcher can see 

students' interactions and how short stories could assist students comprehend reading material. 

Regarding the result of the following activities, the researcher found that students mean 

score in action one was 70.28. It increased in action two become 85.71, and the mean score 

from the last action was 87.71. Students learning results in all actions can be said successful 

because it reached the criteria of success. The results showed that there was an enhancement 

when using short stories because short stories are not complicated for students. This finding 

also confirmed by [9] he found that short stories are a good strategy because it is suitable, 

motivating students, fun, and it can help students to enhance their understanding.  

From the findings of the study, the problem of the study answered that using short 

stories as a strategy in learning English can enhance students’ reading comprehension in eight 

grade students of SMPN 5 Samarinda. This is because short stories are practical, it helps 

students to gain knowledge from what they have read, grow their critical thinking because of 

their interaction with the text. 

5. CONCLUSION  
Based on the findings and discussion of the study about the use of short stories to 

enhance students' reading comprehension in eighth grade, it can be concluded that this study 

answered the research question. The using of short stories can enhance students’ reading 

comprehension. It can be seen from the mean score of student’s results at all meetings and it 

reached the criteria of success.  

In the first meeting of action one, the students’ mean score was 70.28 and in action two, 

it was enhanced to 85.71. Then in the last meeting of action three, the students’ mean score 

was enhanced to 87.71. This change proves that using short stories as a strategy can help 

enhance students’ reading comprehension.  
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Using short stories as teaching material and strategy in teaching is a very good way, 

especially to enhance their reading comprehension. This is because short stories provide 

motivation through moral lessons and get students involved in learning activities.  

Short stories also give students time to interact with the text by reading the whole story 

from various short stories. Besides that, short stories are also interesting because the stories are 

very diverse and it enriches students’ vocabulary. Finally, short stories also make students think 

critically through what is conveyed by the stories. 
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