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Abstract 

Background: 

The implementation of media in the learning process can be a crucial thing to support students’ competence. 

Meanwhile, teacher also has a role to utilize creative media in honing students’ English skill especially in 

speaking. One of the interesting media that can accommodate teaching and learning activities is song. Thus, this 

study aims at investigating the effect of Disney movie soundtrack to the EFL students’ speaking skill.  

Methodology:  

This study used quasi-experimental with non-equivalent control group design. The object of this study was two 

classes which divided as experimental group and control group on the eleventh grade at Islamic boarding school. 

Furthermore, the data were collected from students’ pre-test and post-test scores. The score of test in the 

experimental group showed the results based on the implementation of treatment using Disney movie 

soundtrack, while the control group only used conventional learning. 

Findings:  

The finding in this study revealed that there is a significant effect toward students’ speaking skill after the 

researcher applied the use of English song especially Disney movie soundtrack as the media during the learning 

activities. Moreover, it also showed the difference between score of students in experimental group which 

increased than the results of students’ scores in control group. In addition, the learners still have to practice their 

speaking skill in daily life.  

Conclusion:  

In short, the effect of Disney movie soundtrack contributes to support EFL teachers in accommodating speaking 

class activities to be more interesting and motivating. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Learning English is considered not easy for students in senior high school especially 

in enhancing speaking skill. In the process of mastering this skill, most of the learners 

contemplate that speaking is a difficult skill because they must improve several necessary 

things such as accuracy, comprehensibility and fluency (Wiraningsih et al., 2016). 

Meanwhile, speaking known as an important skill which should be mastered because it can 

make people easy in creating a communication or interaction with others. However, Wahidah 

(2016) stated that speaking is very crucial for communication and students should realize that 

this skill always applied in their daily interactions. Regarding with the statement, it means 

that learners as a foreign language have to be more active in speaking English to support their 

competence. On the other hand, speaking can be stated as one of productive skills in 

communication because it can develop students’ ideas to be more critical and creative in 

thinking (Parmawati & Inayah, 2019).  

Furthermore, there are several difficulties which often faced by the learners in 

improving their speaking skill such as the lack of motivation, students afraid to make a 

grammar mistake, apprehensive to be criticized, feel less confidence and understanding to 

speak in English (Tuan & Mai, 2015). These problems also arise because students lack the 

enthusiasm for learning and practice this skill. Nevertheless, it is essential for the teacher to 

know about how to teach the students in improving their speaking skill and the learners must 

be recognize that this skill has an impact to support students’ ability (Al-Sobhi & Preece, 

2018). In line with this statement, it can be concluded that teacher has the main role to make 

the learners become interested in practice speaking English and they also should be aware to 

hone their speaking skill well. 

According to Al Hosni (2018), there are some students who have less motivation to 

speak English because they still feel not necessary to apply this skill in their daily interaction. 

Regarding with the statement, it showed that the lack of students’ motivation will impact 

towards the way they communicate to convey their own identity which connect with people 

around them. Therefore, teachers are able to utilize the use of song media to develop 

students’ speaking skill effectively. Based on the pre-observation, the English teacher showed 

that most of students in the Islamic boarding school do not often hone their speaking skills 

and lack confidence to communicate using English. Therefore, this problem has an impact on 

students’ scores during the exams especially in speaking scores.  

Furthermore, song is known as a learning material that has great advantage for the 

students (Wijaya, 2018). Besides that, song can be an interesting way to make the learners 
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become excited to learn English especially in speaking. Song also have repetition which 

attached to the structure of song (Ningsih, 2019). Repetition itself means that a song is not 

only includes language patterns but also increase students’ ability to pronounce, listen, feel 

the song, and provides a pleasant condition. Even though the learners listen to the song 

several times, they will not feel bored because it makes them happy and excited. Besides, 

Supiyati et al., (2020) found that the practice of speaking English through songs can support 

the learners to improve their pronunciation and it also can be useful for them to speak English 

well and correctly. Furthermore, the advantage of songs for students in honing their speaking 

skill will make them easy in interpreting and understanding the meaning and they can be 

more understood with the situation of the songs based on the lyrics or background of the 

singer. 

As the explanation which stated above, the use of songs can be an innovative learning 

media to help the students in enhancing their speaking skill effectively. Regarding to the 

related previous study, it showed that the use of English songs was effective to increase 

students’ speaking skill through utilize difference theme of song such as the alternative rock 

songs (Kirmantoro, 2014), acoustic English songs (Kamal et al., 2014) and determine 

students’ perception to support their English through using songs (Ranggen, 2016). 

Regarding with the previous research which inspected by Kamal et al., (2014), the 

researcher used pre-experimental research and the population is students of tenth grade of 

PPM Al-Istiqamah, Palu, Indonesia. The researchers gave pre-test first before treatment was 

applied for the learners to know the students’ ability in speaking skill. The result of pre-test 

showed the mean score were 25.45 which indicate that speaking ability of students at tenth 

grade have low in speaking. Then, the researchers give a treatment for the learners after pre-

test through applying acoustic song. After that, students given post-test to measure the 

understanding of students after doing the treatment and the score increase become 45.75. 

Therefore, it showed that the implementation of song as media to increase students’ speaking 

ability was improved significantly. 

In line with this study, Disney movies soundtrack chosen as the English songs media 

to measure that there is an improvement of students’ speaking skill. The Disney movie itself 

has a special song that talks about the storyline of the film and there are many interesting 

meanings through the movies. The soundtrack songs were also very suitable to be heard by 

various age groups ranging from children to adults. As usual, Disney movies always formed 

as musical dramas so that the soundtrack of each film was widely known by people.  
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In addition, there is another previous study which also used Disney song (Rohma, 

2018), but it was only found the results of strategies in interpreting song lyrics based on 

translation studies. However, there is no the implementation of Disney song towards 

students’ speaking skill. Therefore, this study chooses English song as the learning media to 

determine the effect of Disney movies soundtrack for the eleventh-grade students at Islamic 

boarding school in honing their speaking skill effectively. 

2. METHODOLOGY 

This study used quasi-experimental to determine the effect of Disney movies 

soundtrack in teaching speaking skill. Quasi-experimental is an experiment that the smallest 

experimental unit is given to the experimental group and control group is not chosen 

randomly (Hastjarjo, 2019). Moreover, quasi-experimental known as a research method 

which has the purpose to find the relationship of cause and effect without conducting 

randomization in collect the data (Sani, 2018). In quasi-experimental, there are two types of 

design such as time series design and non-equivalent control group design. The design which 

applied in this study is non-equivalent control group design because this type almost same 

with pretest-posttest control group design, but the experimental and control in this design 

were not chosen randomly. In this design, both results of control and experimental class are 

compared, and each group is selected and placed without randomization. Both of groups were 

given a pretest to determine the initial state and the difference between control and 

experimental class. Then, the results of pre-test can be said to be good if the pre-test scores of 

control and experimental group are not significantly different. 

The population of this study was the eleventh-grade students an Islamic boarding 

school in Sidoarjo, East Java, Indonesia. The eleventh grade in this school consists of four 

classes which divided into two major such as XI-MIPA and XI-MIPS. Meanwhile, there are 

only two classes used in this study as the sample such as XI-MIPA 2 and XI-MIPS 2. Each 

class consists of 35 students and both class is taught by the same English teacher. As the 

sample in this study, XI-MIPA 2 chosen by the researcher as experimental group that was 

taught by implemented Disney movies soundtrack as treatment in the learning process. XI-

MIPS 2 chosen as the control group without applied the treatment and it was only taught 

using conventional learning. 

In this study, data was collected by using pre-test and post-test. The test was used to 

measure that there is a good effect after applying the treatment through using Disney movies 

soundtrack towards students’ speaking skill. Meanwhile, the pre-test and post-test difficulty 
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levels are made equal. The test assessment in pre-test and post-test are same to ask the 

students sing the English song in front of the class one by one and they also should explain 

the moral value behind the song. Nevertheless, the post-test in control group, the learners just 

sing their favorite English song while in the post-test students should sing a song which 

became the soundtrack of Disney movies. Besides, the data in this study were analyzed by 

using independent sample t-test but the researcher must to test requirements analysis which 

includes normality test and homogeneity test. The purpose of normality test and homogeneity 

test before analyzing the results of independent sample t-test were to measure that the data 

were distributed normal and can be declared homogeneous. 

Regarding with the procedures of experiments, there is a different treatment between 

control class and experimental class. In control class, the teacher only taught the material 

using conventional learning without implemented and practice speaking skill using Disney 

movies soundtrack (Figure 1). In contrast, there is the implementation of using Disney 

movies soundtrack as the treatment in experimental class (Figure 2). The treatment in this 

study was conducted in three hours of one-day treatment. In conducting the treatment in 

experimental class, the researcher takes place as temporary English teacher which gives the 

material of topic based on basic competence and the song chosen is a soundtrack song from 

Disney movies.  

In this study, there are 4 soundtrack songs from Disney movies that used by the 

researcher in conducting the treatment, including 2 songs from Aladdin and 2 other songs 

from Frozen. The first song from Aladdin movie that applied in the treatment entitled A 

Whole New World. This song has the meaning that happiness was not look at a person’s 

social status, but it can also be felt even if only in a simple way. Then, another soundtrack 

song that has a deep meaning entitled Speechless. The meaning that can be drawn from this 

song was a woman must keep the spirit and must not give up in fighting injustice and this 

song also carries the message that women deserve to voice their opinions firmly. 

Furthermore, there are 2 popular songs from the Frozen movie which applied in the 

treatment. The first song entitled Let it Go. The meaning of this song was also very inspiring 

especially for the teenagers. This song has the meaning that humans must be able to fight 

their fears and sorrows so that they can become strong and accept the shortcomings that exist 

in each of them. Then, the second soundtrack song from Frozen which applied in the 

treatment was entitled Do You Want to Build a Snowman. This song has a deep message from 

a little sister who really wants her sister’s figure to be cheerful and attention back to her 
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because after a long time her sister has never appeared in front of her. In addition, the lyrics 

of this song were also very listening so that it was very easy for the listeners to memorize and 

catching the meaning. Regarding with Disney soundtrack songs which applied in the 

treatment, all of the song has pop genre.  

On the other hand, the material given for students is about meaning through music 

and this topic was chosen based on the basic competence through lesson plan. After the 

researcher explained the learning material, the learners should follow the instruction to find 

out the moral value of the song which presented in Power Point slide. The instruction contain 

about steps that must be known by students to figure out the meaning of song. Then, all of the 

students can discuss about the meaning of song in Disney movies which played by the 

researcher. After finished the discussion, the researcher asked students to prepare a song by 

soundtrack of Disney movies which they like the most. The researcher also asked the students 

to present their performance in singing a Disney song in front of the class one by one at the 

next meeting. Then, students should explain the moral value of the song clearly. The 

student’s presentation will be the post-test of this research.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1. Teaching Process in the Control Group 

CONTROL GROUP 

Learning Activities 

There is the conventional teaching of using English songs and 
practice to sing the song together during the learning activities. 

 

Students learn about the definition of song and mention their 
playlist song which often played, then they have to know about 

generic structure of song, language features of song and figure out 
how to catch the meaning of song. 

 

Teacher showed the slide of presentation 
and gives stimulation through a picture of 
singer group that known as One Direction. 

 

 

Students can guess the name of member in 
One Direction to attract students’ 

attention. 

 

 

 

Teacher played the song by One Direction 
entitles “What Makes You Beautiful” through 

lyrics video that played in the presentation 
slide and students sing the song together 

 

most and students also can mention their 
favorite English songs. 
 

 

 

Furthermore, students are given the opportunity 
to express their opinion about English songs which 
they like the most and students also can mention 

their favorite English songs. 
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Figure 2. Teaching Process in the Experimental Group 

3. FINDINGS 

3.1 The Score of Pre-test and Post-test 

The results score of pre-test and post-test in control group and experimental group 

showed in the table 1. Moreover, it showed that the score of pre-test and post-test in control 

class have an average value of 57.91 for the pre-test and 67.77 in the post-test. Meanwhile, 

the average score of pre-test in experimental group was 59.62 and 79.71 in the post-test. The 

gained score of pre-test and post-test in control group was 9.85 and 20.08 in the experimental 

group. 

Table 1. The Score of Pre-test and Post-test in Control Group and Experimental Group 

Class  Mean  Gained Score 

Control Group 

 

Experimental Group 

Pre-test 

Post-test 

Pre-test 

Post-test 

57.91 

67.77 

59.62 

79.71 

 

 

 

 

9.85 

 

20.08 

 

EXPERIMENTAL GROUP 

Treatment 

There is the implementation of using Disney songs and practice to 
sing the song together during the learning activities. 

 

Students learn about the definition of song and mention their 
playlist song which often played, then they have to know about 

generic structure of song, language features of song and figure out 
how to catch the meaning of song. 

 

Teacher showed the slide of presentation and 
gives stimulation through a picture of Disney 

movies and some actors who played in the movie. 
 

 

Students can guess the name of movies 
and the actors name to measure how 

interested students with Disney movies. 

 

 

 

 

Teacher played the soundtrack of Aladdin and 
Frozen movies through video that played in 
the presentation slide and students sing the 

song together 

 

 

most and students also can mention their 
favorite English songs. 
 

 

 

 

Furthermore, students are given the opportunity 
to express their opinion about Disney movies and 
also can mention their favorite soundtrack songs 

of Disney movies. 
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According to the data in table 1, it can be concluded that there is a difference results 

between control class and experimental class. The results showed that in the experimental 

group, the effect of the implementation treatment using Disney movies soundtrack useful for 

the learners in honing their speaking skill. In contrast, score in the control group also 

increased but not significantly. Meanwhile, there are four aspects of speaking which improve 

in this study such as fluency, body language, appearance and comprehension. In the control 

class which not given treatment using Disney soundtrack movies showed that almost the 

students’ scores were not too much improvement while students’ scores in the treatment class 

have significantly effect. 

3.2 Preliminary Data Analysis 

Before calculating the independent sample t-test, the researcher should conducted 

preliminary data analysis which consisted of normality test and homogeneity test. The 

purpose of the normality and homogeneity test is to see whether the data is distributed normal 

and also the data can be said homogeneous or not. The researcher used Microsoft Excel and 

manual calculation to determine the normality and homogeneity data. 

3.2.1 Normality Test and Homogeneity Test 

The normality test has a purpose to know whether the research data were 

normally distributed or not.  In this study, the normality test was carried out in the pre-

test and post-test of both groups. Moreover, the researcher tested the normality data by 

using Chi Square formula. 

Table 2. The Result of Normality Test 

Group N 𝒙𝐡𝟐 𝒄𝒐𝒖𝒏𝒕  𝒙𝐡𝟐 𝒕𝒂𝒃𝒍𝒆 Conclusion 

Experimental 

(Pre-test) 

Control 

(Pre-test) 

Experimental 

(Post-test) 

Control  

(Post-test) 

35 

 

35 

 

35 

 

35 

-34.802 

 

-51.853 

 

-30.887 

 

-44.239 

 

 

 

 

11.070 

 

11.070 

 

11.070 

 

11.070 

Normal 

 

Normal 

 

Normal 

 

Normal 

 

 

Based on the summary of data above, it is found that from each data 

𝑥
h
2
 𝑐𝑜𝑢𝑛𝑡

<𝑥
h
2
 𝑡𝑎𝑏𝑙𝑒

at a significance level of 5%. The results indicate that all research 

variables of the data are normally distributed. 
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Furthermore, homogeneity test is used to know whether the distribution of data 

homogeneous or not. Homogeneity test in this study was carried out in the pre-test 

and post-test both in the control and experimental class.  

Table 3. The Score Result of Homogeneity Test 

Group N Average Variants 𝑭𝒄𝒐𝒖𝒏𝒕 𝑭𝒕𝒂𝒃𝒍𝒆 Criteria 

Experimental 

(Pre-test) 

Control 

(Pre-test) 

Experimental 

(Post-test) 

Control  

(Post-test) 

35 

 

35 

 

35 

 

35 

59.6 

 

57.9 

 

79.7 

 

67.7 

45.4 

 

0.02 

 

40.9 

 

45.1 

2.27 

 

2.27 

 

1.10 

 

1.10 

4.14 

 

4.14 

 

4.14 

 

4.14 

 

Homogeneous 

 

Homogeneous 

 

Homogeneous 

 

Homogenous 

 

 

In this study, the level significance used is 5% and it showed that 𝐹𝑡𝑎𝑏𝑙𝑒is 4.14 

while if the 𝐹𝑐𝑜𝑢𝑛𝑡<𝐹𝑡𝑎𝑏𝑙𝑒 then 𝐻0is accepted or homogeneous. It can be conclude that 

in pre-test 2.27 < 4.14 and in post-test found results 1.10 < 4.14. Therefore, the pre-

test and post-test in this study has fulfilled the requirements of homogeneity and the 

hypothesis test can be continued. 

3.3 Hypothesis Test 

After the prerequisite test has been carried out, the next calculation is found the research 

hypothesis by conducting independent sample t-test. Moreover, the independent sample t-test 

is used to make a statement whether the research hypothesis is accepted or rejected. 

Table 4. The Score Result of Independent Sample T-test 

 𝑿̅ 𝟏 𝑿̅ 𝟐 (𝑿̅
𝟏
− 𝑿̅ 𝟏)² (𝑿̅

𝟐
− 𝑿̅ 𝟐)² 𝑻𝒄𝒐𝒖𝒏𝒕 𝑻𝒕𝒂𝒃𝒍𝒆 

Total 79.7 67.7 1388.889 1536.35 7.692 1.995 

 

The results of t-test calculation with Hartley formula are seen from the significance level 

from 𝑇𝑡𝑎𝑏𝑙𝑒with the provisions of degree of freedom (df) = n-2 and obtained 𝑇𝑡𝑎𝑏𝑙𝑒from df = 

68 is 1.995. Then, in the 𝑇𝑡𝑒𝑠𝑡obtained 𝑇𝑐𝑜𝑢𝑛𝑡>𝑇𝑡𝑎𝑏𝑙𝑒(7.692 > 1.995), it means that 𝐻0  is 

rejected. In addition, the conclusion of the result means that there are significant changes 

between student learning outcomes before and after using Disney movie soundtrack as the 

treatment. 

4. DISCUSSION 

The success of the learning process cannot be separated from the development of 

media which are oriented towards increasing the intensity of student involvement effectively. 

The importance of learning media that are used appropriately through the learning activities 
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will be more effective and efficient in supporting the media to help the students in achieving 

learning objectives (Puspitarini, 2019). It can be interpreted that the development of proper 

media aims to create learning conditions that allow the learners to learn actively and 

interactively so that learners can achieve optimal learning outcomes. Besides, the activities in 

this study were conducted through offline learning since the boarding school allowed the 

teacher and students have direct interaction in the classroom. Actually, the offline learning in 

one of high school can still be done as long as the health protocol is implemented in the 

learning process (Pratama & Mulyati, 2020). Nevertheless, if the school regulations are 

tightened, teacher can do the learning activities through online learning as in Megawati et al 

(2021) study indicated that there is a planning for teacher if they want to have online class to 

applied Disney movie soundtrack for the students. 

In this investigation, the researcher utilized the use of song as learning media to 

determine the effect on students’ speaking skill. Siregar (2018) mentions that the use of song 

as a medium of learning can overcome students’ difficulties in honing speaking and listening 

skills. Nevertheless, the researcher should consider the songs that will be chosen in carrying 

out learning process. Regarding the results of this study, Disney movie soundtrack was 

chosen as the learning media because there are many great moral values behind the song 

lyrics. As we know, the songs in Disney movies are famous for their meaningful lyrics and 

the meaning also not contain dirty words, unlike other western songs and the pop element in 

Disney songs very suitable for teenager (Mubarak et al., 2020). This is also in line with 

Akbary et al. (2018) who state that song lyrics have the potential to be an excellent source of 

information related to phrasal verb. 

Further, the positive effect of the implementation Disney movies soundtrack on 

students’ speaking ability enriched the study by Haghverdi (2015) who mention that the 

music and movie utilized in the study had a substantial impact on students' language success 

in hearing, reading, vocabulary, and grammar. In addition, Goering and Wei (2014) found 

that popular songs contribute to “communicative exchanges” in English classes. 

5. CONCLUSION 

The implementation of Disney movie soundtrack for eleventh grade students at 

Islamic boarding school indicate as good media which can be applied by teachers in the 

learning process, especially in improving students’ speaking skill. In connection with 

findings in this study, this media could make the learners have interest in speaking, and they 

were able to be more active and confident to speak in English. In addition, Disney movie 
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soundtrack also made the students feel not bored in learning English so that it could facilitate 

the students in honing their speaking skill better. Hence, it can be concluded that there was 

significant effect of the application Disney movies soundtrack towards students’ speaking 

achievement. In addition, this study can be a reference for the other researchers to conduct 

the next similar research. Meanwhile, the next researchers should be able to be more creative 

in making something different in term of song selection, basic competence adjustment and 

different educational levels of students. 
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